
 
 

 
 
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 

UK Government signs International 
Coffee Agreement 

 
 

This is a joint press release by the BCA, DEFRA and the ICO.  
 
20 April 2023, London, United Kingdom – The Rt Hon Mark Spencer MP, Minister of State for Food, Farming 

and Fisheries, has today signed the International Coffee Agreement (ICA) 2022 on behalf of the UK 

Government, strengthening the industry which contributes billions of pounds to the UK economy each year. 

 

The signing took place at the International Coffee Organisation (ICO) headquarters in London, alongside an 

event organised by the British Coffee Association (BCA), the representative organisation of the coffee industry 

in the UK. 

 

Research published by the BCA shows that the UK has a flourishing coffee industry – the nation drinks 

approximately 98 million cups of coffee every day, with the industry creating over 210,000 UK jobs. The BCA 

represents, promotes, and supports all aspects of the UK coffee trade – to the media, politicians, and the 

public. 

 

Minister Spencer signed the landmark 2022 agreement in the presence of the Executive Directors of the ICO 

and BCA, as well as key UK coffee industry representatives. The Agreement is the eighth of its kind since the 

first ICA, signed in 1962 at the United Nations in New York, which established the ICO with its headquarters 

in London. 

 

The ICO is the only intergovernmental organisation for coffee, bringing together exporting and importing 

governments to tackle the challenges facing the coffee sector through international co-operation. The 2022 

Agreement marks a gear-shift in the way the ICO operates, for the first time in its 60-year history giving a 

more prominent role to the private sector in its decision making process, alongside national governments.  

 

The signing of the new ICA is particularly important to the UK, as the host State for the ICO and a key coffee 

importing nation. 

 

The Rt Hon Mark Spencer MP, Food and Drink Minister, said: 
 

“I’m honoured to sign the International Coffee Agreement on behalf of the UK. 

 

“We may be known for our tea, but we Brits drink almost 100 million cups of coffee every single day, worth 

around £5 billion pounds per year to the economy, with the industry employing thousands of people around 

the country. 
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“This international treaty champions the industry globally, and I hope the UK can help continue its drive for 

new standards of sustainability for our coffee.” 

 

Paul Rooke, Executive Director of the British Coffee Association, said: 
 

“The British Coffee Association warmly welcomes the UK’s signing of the 2022 International Coffee 

Agreement, demonstrating a real commitment from the Government to the future success of our industry. 

 

“This new agreement seeks to strengthen the role of the private sector, within its overall objectives for a 

commercially and environmentally sustainable coffee industry.  

 

“Promoting consumer choice by maintaining a diverse range of coffee origins, while underpinning the need 

for a profitable income for producers, is an ambition which BCA works towards in close co-ordination with 

industry and other coffee associations. 

 

“We see ICO, and this updated agreement, as key components of delivering that ambition, and look forward 

to working with Government Departments and colleagues at ICO to ensure the UK plays a central role in 

securing a positive future for coffee.” 

 

Vanúsia Nogueira, Executive Director of the International Coffee Organization, said: 
 

“It’s a great honour to have with us the Rt Hon Mark Spencer, Minister of State for Food, Farming, and 

Fisheries, and Paul Rooke, Executive Director of the British Coffee Association, and we thank you for your 

leadership and your commitment to building a prosperous future for the coffee sector. 

 

“Today, we celebrate a remarkable moment in the longstanding partnership between the International Coffee 

Organization (ICO) and the United Kingdom, but also in the 60-year history of the ICO. The signature of the 

new International Coffee Agreement (ICA 2022) by the United Kingdom opens a new chapter in our 

relationship with our host country. 

 

“The ICA 2022 prioritises not only a strengthened co-operation between the ICO and signatory governments 

but also, for the first time, stronger partnerships with the private sector and civil society. We are confident 

that today’s signature will contribute to bringing together coffee farmers in producing countries with industry 

and consumers in the United Kingdom.  

 

“Today’s signature is only the beginning. Much challenging work lies ahead. I look forward to working with 

you to advance the coffee sector and to shape a successful future that is truly sustainable, resilient and 

inclusive.” 

*** ENDS ***  
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For media enquiries, in the first instance please contact Thomas de Freitas, Media & Public Affairs Manager 
at the British Coffee Association: thomas.defreitas@britishcoffeeassociation.org 
 
This media release is issued in conjunction with DEFRA and the ICO. They can be contacted at 
newsdesk@defra.gov.uk and info@ico.org. 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS   
 
• The BCA is a trade association, representing Members from across the supply chain – importers, 

warehousers, logistics and shipping companies, all the way through to roasters, manufacturers, 
retailers, and the coffee shops on UK high-streets. A list of BCA Members can be found here. 

• The ICO is the only multilateral organisation supporting exporting and importing countries to 
improve the sustainability of the coffee sector. It provides a high-level forum for all public and 
private stakeholders in the sector; official statistics on coffee production; and support for the 
development and funding of technical co-operation projects and public-private partnerships. 

• An image of Minister Spencer signing the ICA has been included alongside this release, which can 
be used by media outlets in articles relating to the signing. Images of the BCA & ICO logos have 
also been supplied – colour variations of which can be provided upon request. 

• BCA is able to put up media spokespeople for broadcast, radio, and print. Please contact us for 
further information. 

https://britishcoffeeassociation.org/current-members/
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